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PREFACE. 


ON the completion of our First Volume, we cannot help deviating for a moment from 


our customary course of modesty, and congratulating ourselves on the success that, up 


to this triumphant point, has attended us. 


Ever since we first made our appearance in London, we have been “ Figaro here! 
Figaro there! Figaro every where!’ We did not presume to hope for a more favourable 
reception than has attended our prototype in Paris, but we have the flattering satisfaction 
of knowing, by a return lately made of the circulation of the French newspapers, that 
Figaro in Lovdon sells more than four times the number of its namesake in the French 
capital! For this proud pre-eminence, we feel we are indebted chiefly to the zeal with 
which we have used our razor for the public good, and to the liberality of those for whom 
we have so fearlessly wielded our formidable little weapon. It would be indecent in us 
to exult over the demise of one and all those innumerable imitators which our success 
tempied into ephemeral existence, but i a preface (our annual opportunity for indulging 
in egotism, ) we cannot refrain from thanking the public for the singularly elevated position 


its favour has awarded to us. 


Though pledges are at present fashionable, we do not think it necessary to give any, 
though we have not the same reasons for objecting as certain metropolitan candidates : 
but we cannot help thinking, that with our first annual volume in their hands, our 
constituents (the nation) have a sufficient guarantee for our future efforts. ‘They shall be 
such as to keep the barber where he is and always ougit to be,—at the very top of the 


poll in public estimation. 
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The last twelve months have been most fruitful in subjects for our satire, and there 
is not a topic of any interest which will not be found in these pages to have been 
operated on by the pencil of Seymour and the pen of Figaro. Succeeding years will, we 
feel convinced, be equally fruitful of themes for both, as reform must be radical indeed 


before Members of Parliament are capable of being released from the watchful super- 
intendance of Figaro in London. 

In conclusion, we have to thank the press, whether Radical, Tory, or Whig; for 
however it may have differed on our political opinions, it has been unanimous in allowing 


us the praise of spirit and ability. 





